
Problem we’re addressing:
The UK is one of the largest contributors to E-waste in the world. In just the first
six months of 2021 alone the UK produced 148,134.09 tonnes of e-waste. ref

One of the reasons for this is planned obsolescence. A short lifespan
deliberately built into an appliance by manufacturers which leads to unnecessary
and costly replacements for the consumer - or the inability to repair the product
at all. It is often easier and cheaper to throw out items such as phones and
printers, and buy a new one, than try to fix it.

It’s difficult to individually take a stand against companies that design things this
way. One person not buying their product has little impact. Action must be taken
at a larger scale.

Idea and how it will work
Develop and run a campaign targeted at Leeds University to only buy products
that are repairable and upgradable.

We will focus on the teams responsible for sourcing and purchasing printers,
phones, computers and other electrical items the university uses, and demand
they switch to manufacturers and brands which offer spare parts and upgrades.
Actions we will take:

● Create lists of manufacturers and brands of suitable products that are
repairable.

● Carry out repair days on campus to raise awareness of this issue.
● Start petitions and demonstrate to those in charge of purchasing that the

student body is behind this shift.

The impact and change
The main goal is a change in university purchasing policy for electrical goods, and
to send a message to manufacturers (as they lose out on big contracts).
However, through our activities will also raise awareness of students on what
planned obsolescence is, and influence their personal buying habits.

How does it stand out
Many campaigns focus on individual behaviours, trying to get people to stop
buying certain products. We feel that focusing on the university will carry more
weight and have a bigger impact. It is also an approach that can be mirrored by
other universities.

https://www.okdo.com/blog/e-waste-crisis-in-the-uk-infographic/#:~:text=The%20UK%20is%20one%20of,which%20stands%20at%2070.8%20kg.

