




the leeds city region

The Leeds City Region (LCR) is home to nearly 3,000,000 people and over 
100,000 businesses. The City Region comprises the districts of Bradford, 
Calderdale, Kirklees, Leeds and Wakefi eld in West Yorkshire, the whole of 
Barnsley in South Yorkshire, the unitary authority area of York, and in North 
Yorkshire, the districts of Craven, Harrogate and Selby.

“The ‘Leeds City Region’ Partnership is now at the forefront of economic 
development planning and delivery in the UK. Our mission is “to develop an 
internationally recognised city region; to raise our economic performance; 
to spread prosperity across the whole of our city region, and to promote a 
better quality of life for all of those who live and work here.”

green infrastructure and the city region

The city region has one of the most signifi cant and powerful economies in 
the UK. At the same time, the area covers some of the UK’s grandest areas 
of natural beauty and landscape.

These natural assets, our green infrastructure, represent a key economic 
driver for the city region. Our high quality environment attracts businesses 
and private sector investment, together with skilled workers. Indeed, green 
infrastructure has shaped the functional economic geography of the city 
region itself. The urban areas of the city region are surrounded by a diverse 
rural hinterland that offers a unique quality of life for its residents   and a 
strong incentive for businesses to locate and invest in the area. 

In order to continue to deliver strong economic growth it is crucial that 
the city region continues to improve and make best of use of our natural 
environment. As such, the Leeds City Region Green Infrastructure Strategy is 
built on the following vision:

purpose of the strategy

The strategy is not a statutory planning document. Rather it identifi es 
where we can add value to existing and future green infrastructure 
investment and interventions at the city region scale. 

The strategy:
– identifi es the value of green infrastructure assets and reinforces 
 and promotes the compelling case for investing in them;
– establishes the current priorities for green infrastructure 
 investment at the city region level;
– underpins, and is supported by, other city region strategies;
– complements national and pan regional efforts to make the 
 most positive use of our current and potential green infrastructure;
– identifi es the existing green infrastructure assets and partnership 
 strengths on which the strategy will build;
– sets out existing and potential mechanisms to fi nance ambitious 
 green infrastructure investment priorities; and
– impels planning and housing policy work, and other practical local 
 work, to support widespread improvements in green infrastructure 
 across the partner authorities’ areas.

“Green infrastructure will shape the future 
economic, social and environmental success 
of the Leeds City Region by harnessing the 
potential of existing environmental resources 
to promote sustainable economic growth and 
to tackle climate change.”



strategic objectives

Four strategic objectives have been selected to directly address to ensure 
that the strategy delivers the city region’s transformational vision for green 
infrastructure:

objective 1: 
To promote sustainable growth and economic 
development by

– increasing the attractiveness of new and existing housing and 
 employment land for investment;
– improving the quality of the local environment for local 
 communities and businesses;
– enhancing the appearance of public transport hubs and services to 
 promote use of the public transport network; and
– realising opportunities for new businesses, skills and jobs to meet 
 the increasing demand generated by green infrastructure actions 
 in the city region.

objective 2: 
To adapt to and mitigate climate change by

– enabling the city region to be more resilient to fl ooding and higher 
 urban temperatures; and
– contributing to mitigating climate change by lowering the city 
 region’s carbon footprint.

objective 3: 
To encourage healthy and wellbeing living by

– increasing the quality and accessibility of natural green space;
– increasing the use of green infrastructure assets by local people;
– improving the quality and health of the urban and rural 
 environment; and
– enhancing rights of way and cycling networks to encourage a 
 modal shift to walking and cycling to enhance healthy lifestyles 
 and wellbeing.
 
objective 4: 
To improve biodiversity by

– increasing the area and quality of land regarded as being of high 
 biodiversity value; and
– improving habitat connectivity to address issues of fragmentation 
 and isolation of vulnerable species.

strategic initiatives

There are four types of initiative proposed in the strategy with the aim of 
maximising the impact of green infrastructure in the city region.

- investment programmes creating new investment opportunities for 
green infrastructure action across the city region with a focus on specifi c, 
common types of local intervention.

- strategic projects promoting signifi cant exemplar green infrastructure 
actions with a city region impact.

- green infrastructure growth areas shaping and secure high quality 
green infrastructure investment through the delivery of the City Region 
Housing Investment Plan.

- supporting projects exploiting the success of green infrastructure 
actions by capturing and retaining economic benefi ts in the city region

investment programmes

– urban green adaptation As a result of climate change, our urban 
areas will have to face increasing summer temperatures and higher levels 
of rainfall in future years; our city and town centres will be particularly 
vulnerable. This programme will plan for a wide range of green infrastructure 
actions to address these future challenges, such as tree planting to provide 
evaporative cooling and shading and new surface water and greening to 
improve cold air drainage and air fl ows.



– greening our economic potential  Investment in green infrastructure 
has been proven, time and again, to lead to more inward investment, 
uplift land values, stimulate greener commuting and act as a mechanism 
for inspiring and motivating developers. The focus of this programme 
is on delivering green infrastructure to support the remediation and 
redevelopment of brownfi eld sites and the promotion of strategic 
employment sites where the costs of site preparation and the perception 
of local environmental quality will be a factor in commercial investment 
decisions.

– carbon capture  Whilst cleaner energy options and more effi cient 
energy use will be the critical factors in contributing to national carbon 
reduction targets, green infrastructure interventions can also help mitigate 
emissions damage through carbon sequestration. The programme will seek 
to ensure that provision is made in new developments for retaining or 
creating carbon sinks – woodlands and peat restoration for example and 
ensuring the long term management of assets is secured.

– woodfuel The Woodfuel investment programme will encourage the 
sustainable management of all of new and future woodland assets within 
the city region, whether in public or private ownership, to increase the 
amount of woodfuel available. It will promote the advantages of woodfuel 
as an alternative to oil, gas and coal and encourage the integration of 
woodfuel technology into new commercial and residential development. 

–  rivers for life The Rivers for Life investment programme will establish 
a coordinated approach to river catchment management and enhancement 
across the city region. Its main focus will be on the restoration of river 
channels to reduce fl ood risk but will also deliver widespread access, 
recreation and biodiversity benefi ts through planning and designing for 
multifunctional benefi t.

strategic projects

– fresh aire The Fresh Aire Project will be a major partnership initiative 
that will shape and help coordinate all activity within the Aire and 
Calder river valley system. It will bring together issues of environmental 
conservation, enhancement and land management and to make this 
compatible with enhancing the wider city region’s growth and economic 
development. 

– central ure landscape project (CUre) The project will direct green 
infrastructure investment into the creation of a major new regional 
landscape asset. It will focus on existing and proposed sand and gravel 
extraction sites to create a series of linked recreational and wildlife assets of 
city region importance.

– live moor/ learn moor The Live Moor/Learn Moor project will 
extend the scope of the South Pennine Moors Project by directing green 
infrastructure investment into a new large scale landscape restoration 
scheme that offers multiple green infrastructure benefi ts. 



green infrastructure growth areas 

Green Infrastructure Growth Areas are complement Investment 
Programmes and Strategic Projects by identifying locations within the 
city region where an intensity of change is planned (primarily as a result 
of housing and economic development) and for which there is a timely 
opportunity for green infrastructure to shape that change through 
positive masterplanning and development management.

In each location green infrastructure planning will be undertaken to 
inform the masterplans and other spatial planning policy documents 
that will be prepared to guide development. This planning will identify 
the opportunities and constraints for action and play an important part 
in establishing the visions and objectives for each growth area.

supporting projects 

– green hub supporting the Leeds City Region Innovation Programme, 
the Green Hub will bring together all those in the city region 
green technology sector – entrepreneurs, academics, professionals, 
service providers – to support innovative new approaches to green 
infrastructure technologies and provision. 

– eco skills supporting the Leeds City Region Employment and Skills 
programme, we will undertake an audit of skills within the city region 
required to support green infrastructure growth. 

– water cycle to develop further our understanding of the city 
region’s ‘blue infrastructure’ we will undertake water cycle studies.

next steps for green infrastructure in the leeds city region

The strategy will be followed in 2011 by a Delivery Plan that will support 
strong cross boundary political leadership, sustained investment and 
effective partnership working between the private and public sector. 
As well as addressing the strategic initiatives outlined above, the delivery 
plan will consider:

– Investigating new models of funding for green infrastructure such as:

–  place based budgets, habitat banking and conservation credits, 
 advance funding and corporate social responsibility schemes

– The establishment of a Green Infrastructure Design Network to 
 support development teams across the city region on planning for 
 green infrastructure

– Working with higher education authorities and business to create 
 a Green Hub – bringing together expertise on innovative green 
 infrastructure interventions

– Working with members, offi cers, national agencies and business to 
 promote investment in green infrastructure

get involved: 

Progress and news on the green Infrastructure Strategy can be found on 
www.leedscityregion.gov.uk

For information please contact the project manager: 
Melanie Taylor by telephone 01133950382 
or email melanie.taylor@leeds.gov.uk








